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Every developed country in the world
looks to their own resources to fuel
their economies. We have access to re-
sources that dwarf the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve, and we can finally put
our country on a path to energy inde-
pendence. The United States has vast
energy resources on our public lands
and off our coasts that belong to the
taxpayers.

This is why I’'ve introduced the Lease
Extension and Secure Energy Act of
2011. This bill would extend offshore
leases impacted by the Obama adminis-
tration’s drilling moratorium for an
additional 12 months. This legislation
would return time lost during the drill-
ing moratorium, adding certainty so
domestic producers can continue explo-
ration without a looming lease expira-
tion.

We need the stability that comes
from an all-of-the-above energy ap-
proach. We need a commonsense energy
policy that brings stability to the mar-
ketplace, creates good paying Amer-
ican jobs, grows our economy, reduces
our dependence on foreign oil, and
raises trillions of dollars to help pay
off our growing $14 trillion national
debt. We owe this to our children and
to our grandchildren.

———

IN HONOR OF ANN’S CHOICE

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
this past week, I had the privilege of
addressing about 700 residents back
home in my district, the residents of
the Ann’s Choice retirement commu-
nity in Warminster Township, Bucks
County, and to thank those residents
and senior citizens for collectively put-
ting together over 55,000 hours of com-
munity service, really outstanding
community service, back home in
Bucks County.

Some of the many activities that ac-
counted for a tremendous amount of
hours included tutoring and reading to
elementary school children, providing
wheelchair escorts, sorting and pack-
aging clothing for the needy, creating
blankets for ill children, and providing
comfort to those in need.

Mr. Speaker, communities are built
on service to others. Through this serv-
ice, the community of Ann’s Choice is,
in fact, strong and vibrant. The count-
less lives they have touched have made
Bucks County a stronger and better
place to live, and for that I salute
them.

——
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CATASTROPHIC CUTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOHNSON of Ohio). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January b5, 2011,
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
SCHRADER) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to talk a little bit about
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what has been going on recently. We
heard a little colloquy just a moment
ago with the majority leader and the
minority leader talking about what is
going on in H.R. 1 and some of the cat-
astrophic cuts that are being proposed
by our colleagues on the other side of
the aisle. I spoke earlier during the de-
bate on H.R. 1, and found from commu-
nications that the people back in my
district in Oregon are taking it seri-
ously. They are worried that we will do
the devastating $60 billion worth of
cuts within a short, 1-year time frame
that has been universally panned, actu-
ally, by experts across the country.

My colleagues and I on the Demo-
cratic side have offered alternatives
that I think are a little more reason-
able. We realize, as the gentleman from
Maryland talked about, we need to
make some reductions, but we should
make them in a serious way, some-
thing that will accomplish our goals. I
think scaring Americans needlessly is
inappropriate.

The cuts they are talking about are
not going to happen. The Food and
Drug Administration, we just passed a
food safety bill in the last Congress,
and they want to cut $240 million below
the 2010 level, much less implement the
Food and Drug Safety Administration
work that we have asked them to do.
USDA would be furloughing inspectors.
Our meat safety programs would not be
safe. We would not be able to have the
processing plants inspected on a reg-
ular basis going forward.

The ability for some of our small,
rural communities to have safe drink-
ing water hinges on the wastewater and
drinking programs that we have, the
revolving loan funds that we have here
in Congress. Reducing the programs as
much as Republicans want would cause
serious, serious problems. It would also
eliminate 54,000 engineering, construc-
tion, and support jobs as a result of
this. We need to be adding jobs, not
subtracting jobs at this point in time.

We also have State and local grants.
We have States back home, and our
local communities are starving right
now. A lot of the budgets are out of
whack. The worst thing we can be
doing is cutting our State grant pro-
grams which fund the education, public
safety, and health care needs of our
local communities. We should actually
be empowering and helping them
through these tough budget times, and
only the Federal Government has that
ability.

The firefighter grants are being cut.
COPS grants are being cut. Our public
safety is at serious risk here. I can’t
believe this is being proposed in any se-
rious manner whatsoever. I have to as-
sume it is all part of the political the-
ater and part of the campaign still. It
is time to get off the campaign trail
and quit the political circus and get
back to actually worrying about seri-
ous reductions we have to make to put
our country back in balance, and that
means going to other programs.

They are also wanting to cut title 1
grants to school districts. This is the
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one area where the Federal Govern-
ment actually comes to the aid of the
local school districts with special ed
and IDEA moneys that they need to ac-
tually make sure that they can deliver
those high-cost special needs programs
to students. We are actually cutting
them: $700 million from the two big for-
mula programs we have here. It is a 4
percent cut to title 1 programming
when our local districts need it the
most.

Head Start, a proven, performance-
based program to get our Kkids off to a
great start and a great education so
they don’t need the remediation that
we have to do later on in high school
and college. They are cutting Head
Start 20 percent, so 200,000 children
would be kicked out of the Head Start
program. I don’t think that’s the way
you become a world leader. I don’t
think that is going to help our STEM
programs do the research and innova-
tion we need.

Pell Grants. Pell Grants, a commit-
ment we made to American students, I
think it is really important. Back
home in Oregon, I worked very, very
hard on a scholarship program that ac-
tually, with our Federal aid, our State
aid, scholarship programs, parental in-
volvement, and student working at a
minimum wage job during the summer
full time and during the school year
part-time, the student could actually
graduate from college with an under-
graduate degree and no more than
$13,000 or $14,000 in debt. When we take
our share of the bargain away by cut-
ting the Pell Grant program from our
promised level of $5,500 down to $4,700,
that can make the difference between
young men and women actually being
able to afford that college education so
they can compete with the best and
brightest around the world.

Job training. It is unbelievable to me
that in H.R. 1, our Republican col-
leagues are cutting job training em-
ployment services; more than $4 billion
in cuts to job training programs. This
is unconscionable, folks. This is ex-
actly the time when we need to get
these dislocated workers back into the
workforce. The Trade Adjustment Act
cuts are unconscionable. We need to
make sure that there is an opportunity
for these folks to retrain, get back in
the workforce, pay taxes, and help get
the economy back on track. Cutting
these programs just doesn’t make any
sense.

They are even cutting Social Secu-
rity, folks. Pretty amazing. They cut
the operational budget from $125 mil-
lion below the 2010 level, and $1 billion
dollars below the President’s requested
level for 2011. They apparently don’t
think that we need technology to im-
prove Social Security’s ability to work
with seniors and make sure that they
get the services they need, to cut down
on mistakes and to cut down on the
fraud and abuse in the benefit pro-
grams for our deserving Social Secu-
rity recipients. They don’t care. They
really don’t care. It is pretty amazing
the range and scope of these cuts.
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